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Today we recognize and applaud those daring and brave 
individuals for their courage in leaving home to live and study in 
a new land and culture. We honor both our international students, 
who come to the U.S., and our study abroad students, who venture 
out of the U.S., for their academic and scholarly acheivements.
Eastern Illinois University International Scholar
2012-2013 Academic Year
Studio Photography: Bev Cruse, Booth Library
Campus Photography: Jay Grabiec, Center for 
Academic Technology Support
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR
Awards Ceremony |  April 16, 2013
Welcome
Mr. Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
Distinguished International Student Awards
College of Arts and Humanities
Announced by Dean Bonnie Irwin
Seok-mi Hwang- 
Master’s Candidate in Music
Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles
Hannah Green- 
Master’s Candidate in English
Presented by Dr. Ruth Hoberman
Elnaz Abedian- 
Master’s Candidate in Art
Presented by Mr. Alan Pocaro
Heewon Shin- 
Bachelor’s Candidate in Communication Studies
Presented by Dr. Samantha Szczur 
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
Announced by Dean Mahyar Izadi
Phuoc Minh Bui-  
Master’s Candidate in Business Administration          
Presented by Dr. Melody Wollan
Wilson Wei Wang- 
Master’s Candidate in Technology   
Presented by Dr. Peter Ping Liu
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College of Education and Professional Studies
Announced by Dean Diane Jackman
Huei Yi Koay- 
Bachelor’s Candidate in Elementary Education
Presented by Dr. Tim Croy
College of Sciences
Announced by Dean Harold Ornes
Yamini Bellare-
Master’s Candidate in Clinical Psychology      
Presented by Dr. Wesley Allan
Dilini Samarajeewa- 
Master’s Candidate in Biological Sciences      
Presented by Dr. Michael Menze
Md. Zubair Zuven - 
Master’s Candidate in Economics
Presented by Dr. Mukti Upadhyay
Nonso Ejikeme- 
Master’s Candidate in Political Science
Presented by Dr. David Carwell
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International Scholarship Awards
Announced by Dr. Dejan Magoc, Chair, International Education Council
William G. Kirk International Leadership Award
  Presented by Dr. William Perry, President, Eastern Illinois University
  Dr. Mukti Upadhyay, Professor of Economics
International Student Ambassador of the Year Award
                Presented by Dr. Jacquelyn Frank, Member, International Education Council
 Shahmir Haq, Bachelor’s Candidate in Communication Studies
Eulalee L. Anderson International Friendship Award
 Presented by Dr. Jacquelyn Frank, Member, International Education Council
  Tim and Laura Boyce, local community supporters
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship 
 Presented by Dr. David Boggs, Member, International Education Council
  Wenli Yao, Bachelor’s Candidate in Special Education
Carl P. Koerner, Jr. Scholarship
 Presented by Dr. David Boggs, Member, International Education Council
  Samyukta Ghimire, Bachelor’s Candidate in Accounting
Mrs. Pratima Niranjah Shah Scholarship
 Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Member, International Education Council
  Phani Krishna Hari, Master’s Candidate in Technology (Fall 2012) 
  Sunny Kesireddy, Master’s Candidate in Technology (Spring 2013)
Eulalee L. Anderson Scholarship Fund
Announced by Dr. Bonnie Irwin, Dean , College of Arts and Humanities
 Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Member, International Education Council
  Hoyoung Kim, Bachelor’s Candidate in Accounting
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Qadrya Sufi Foundation Scholarships
Announced by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
 Presented by Dr. Jay Shinde, Assistant Professor of Business and Mr. John Beaty, Member, Scholarship Committee
 
 Anjali Dissanayake
 Andrew Mohebbi 
 Veretta Gray 
 Shihab Shuvo
 Mayoorey Murugathsan
 Adriana Taleski
 Mostafa Hossan
 Ronnica Anderson 
 Tiffany Ann C. Ignalaga
 Irina Badu
 Srikanth Gadiparthy
 Matt Short 
 Patrick Revallo 
  Phuoc Minh Bui
 
International Education Council Award for Excellence in Global Competitiveness 
and International Student Recruiting
Announced by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
 School of Technology,  accepted by- Dr. Peter Ping Liu, Professor of Technology
Study Abroad Awards 
Announced by Dr. Diane Jackman, Dean, College of Education and Professional Studies
 Presented by Dr. Blair Lord, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Study Abroad Faculty of the Year
 Jon Oliver, Associate Professor of Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Study Abroad Student of the Year
 Kaj Holm, Bachelor’s Candidate in Elementary Education
    
Manisha Pant
Samyukta Ghimire
Gustavo Sioni Bosoli
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Study Abroad Merit Scholarship Recipients
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
Katherine Ancel ~ Spain
Stephanie Arnold ~ Argentina
Hillary Blake ~ Argentina
Jessica Blake ~ Argentina
Stephanie Cascio ~ Argentina
Kenisha Davis ~ Ecuador
Katherine Eckberg ~ Costa Rica
Amanda Finn ~ Spain
Stephanie Gruner ~ Ireland
Sara Heinking ~ Guatemala
Jamie Herget ~ Guyana
Rebecca Hunt ~ Spain
Laura Krieg ~ Germany
Franz Lais ~ England
Office of Study Abroad Grant Scholarship Recipients
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
Abigayle Allen ~ Italy
Loni Berbaum ~ Ecuador
Lindsey Bly ~ Ireland
Sara Boro ~ India
Jonathan Boudreau ~ Netherlands
Rebecka Briney ~ Canada
Brittany Brown ~ Guatemala
Erika Butler ~ Italy
Kara Butorac ~ Netherlands
Bianca Capezio ~ Spain
Jessica Carey ~ Netherlands
Christine Czapek ~ Italy
Nicole Davidson ~ Spain
Sarah Douglas ~ Argentina
Ellen Eckert ~ Netherlands
Hilary  Graves ~ China
Tori Hagy ~ England
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Jessica McDonald ~ Germany
Valerie Metz ~ Guatemala
Amy Nelson ~ England
Dani Obrill ~  Ecuador
Timothy Patula ~ Australia
Myles Peralta  ~ Argentina
Stacy Pollack ~ Netherlands
Michelle Sangpeal ~ Argentina
Anna Stipe ~ South Africa
William Tatom ~ Germany
Adam Westendorf ~ Italy
Alexa Wroblewski ~ Ecuador
Amanda Zook  ~ Guatemala
Kaj Holm ~ Bahamas
Ursulla Idleman ~ Canada
Tiffany Jackson ~ England
Carissa Johnsen ~ Netherlands
Clarissa Kidwell ~ Guatemala
Courtney Klus ~ Netherlands
Mattie Korneta ~ England
Mattie Korneta ~ England
Maria Kuhn ~ Germany
Derick Ledermann ~ Brazil
Aldon Leisten ~ United Kingdom
Joshua Leopold ~ United Kingdom
Kelley Lochow ~ Guatemala
Elizabeth Lutz ~ Ireland
Rashida Lyles-Cowan ~ Germany
Andrew McGinnis ~ Italy
Amber Meares-Wendt ~Netherlands
Heather Murphy ~ Panama
Karen Nichols ~ Panama
Katelyn Pfaff ~ England
Quincy Phipps ~ Ireland
Haley Presnell ~ Australia
Kacie Rankin ~ Panama
Darren Shaw ~ Netherlands
Bradley Snider ~ Guatemala
Erica Sparnicht ~ Guatemala
Mark Steber ~ Germany
Taylor Turner ~ Argentina
Samantha Webb ~ Canada
Mohogany Williams ~ Canada
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Study Abroad Tuition Exchange Waivers 
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Denise Jimenez ~ South Korea
 Nakita Lee ~ South Korea
William V. Weber Study Abroad Assistance Fund Recipients
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Tiffany Jackson ~ England
 Carissa Johnsen ~ Netherlands
 Mattie Korneta ~ England
 Derick Ledermann ~ Brazil
 Katelyn Pfaff ~ England
 Mohogany Williams ~ Canada
Dorothy E. Walden Short-Term Study Abroad Scholarship
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Hillary Blake ~ Argentina
  Kelly Nicholson ~ England
Kate and Cliff Strandberg Study Abroad in Europe Scholarship
Announced by Wendy Williamson, Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Joshua Leopold ~ England 
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       Class of 2013 Distinguished International Students
Elnaz Abedian
Art
Yamini Bellare
Clinical Psychology
Phuoc Minh Bui
MBA
Nonso Ejikeme
Political Science 
Hannah Green
English
Seok-mi Hwang
Music 
Dilini Samarajeewa
Biological Sciences
Wilson Wei Wang
Technology
Huei Yi Koay
Elementary Education
Md. Zubair Zuven
Economics
Heewon Shin
Communication Studies
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William G. Kirk International Leadership Award  
This award is given in recognition of exemplary leadership in international 
education.  Established in honor of Dr. William G. Kirk, EIU Professor 
Emeritus of Psychology, International Programs annually selects an EIU 
faculty or staff member to be recognized.
Mukti Upadhyay, Ph.D.,  Professor of Economics
   
International Student Ambassador of the Year
This award is given in recognition of exemplary 
leadership and dedication and is presented annually to an outstanding 
International Student Ambassador who demonstrates enthusiasm and 
willingness to communicate effectively with potential international students. 
Shahmir Haq,  Communication Studies
   
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship
Established by Dr. Wang Tih-Wu, an alumnus Eastern Illinois University, the 
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship is presented annually to an international student 
who demonstrates academic excellence and involvement in extra-curricular 
activities
Wenli Yao,  Special Education
   
Carl P. Koerner, Jr. Scholarship
This award was established by Jack and Bethina Schultz in memory of Carl 
P. Koerner Jr., who served as a member of the EIU Board of Trustees. The 
Koerner Scholarship advances the University’s mission of global citizenship. 
The award is presented annually to an academically talented international 
student in a degree program 
Samyukta Ghimire,  Accounting
The Eulalee L. Anderson Scholarship Fund 
This fund provides scholarships for EIU international students whom excel academically and actively 
promote international awareness.  Established in honor of Eulalee L. Anderson, M.S., EIU Emeritus 
International Advisor, International Students and Scholars annually selects a student recipient.
Hoyoung Kim,  Accounting
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Mrs. Pratima Niranjah Shah Scholarship 
This award is given to students based on their GPA and an essay submission 
regarding the culture of India and plans to work in India following graduation.
Phani Krishna Hari,  Technology (fall 2012)
Sunny Kesireddy (not pictured),  Technology (spring 2013)
   
Study Abroad Faculty of the Year 
This award recognizes outstanding efforts in the promotion and support of 
study abroad not only within a faculty member’s academic department, but 
within their college and the university. Nominated by members of the EIU 
community and confirmed by the Office of Study Abroad.
Jon Oliver, Ph.D.,  Associate Professor of Kinesiology and Sports Studies
   
Study Abroad Student of the Year
This award recognizes a student who embodies the values of the Office of 
Study Abroad and the importance of international education. Nominated 
by members of the EIU community and confirmed by the Office of Study 
Abroad.  
Kaj Holm,  Elementary Education
Kaj spent the summer months rounding up nearly $1,700 worth of school supplies to send to 
the school children he taught during a May study abroad trip to Andros Island, Bahamas, and it 
was the result of watching a teacher struggle with the simple task of sharpening pencils. “The 
teacher was sitting there using a tiny plastic pencil sharpener,” remembered Holm, who’d already 
suffi ciently made the children’s week by handing out mechanical pencils. “I asked her if she’d 
like me to send her an electric pencil sharpener when I get back home. She said that sounded 
nice, but having it plugged in would create the risk of blowing the power in the entire school. “So I suggested one of those industrial 
metal sharpeners we see in every classroom here at home and kind of take for granted. I got some contact information, and when 
I got back home, I set up a Facebook event and a page where donations could be accepted. What started as sending a small box of 
supplies to just one classroom snowballed into this much bigger thing.”  At this point, you may be a little confused. After all, most of 
us probably don’t think of the Bahamas as a place that needs this kind of charity. After all, we probably picture the resorts, the cruise 
ships, and the casinos, not the underdeveloped, low-income areas like the one Holm and 16 other education students visited as part of 
the department’s study abroad program.  “They didn’t have a whole lot going on in the classrooms,” said Holm, who taught third-
graders at the Fresh Creek Primary School. “We were told that when we prepared our lessons, we’d need to make sure we brought 
our own supplies. It was toward the end of their school year, and there were no stores nearby.” Holm learned that if a teacher runs 
out of necessary supplies, they have to get replacements from one of the many other Bahamas islands. This could take a week, or 
it could take six, and the prices on those supplies are very infl ated. “Here at home, we pass out school supplies lists every year and 
expect parents to go out and get the supplies,” said Holm. “There, it was the teacher’s responsibility to take care of all the supplies 
International Student Scholarships 
The International Excellence Rate is awarded to undergraduate international 
students with an incoming GPA of 3.5 to 4.0 upon being admitted to EIU.  
In Spring 2013, 43 students received this award.  The International Student 
Scholarship is awarded to undergraduate and 
graduate international students demonstrating a high GPA and financial need.  
In Spring 2013, 38 students received this award. 
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for all their students for the entire year. They don’t get a stipend; it’s just what they have to do.” In other words, the students have to 
get by with bare-bones supplies -- or less. To Holm, that was particularly heartbreaking because they were as eager to learn as any 
school children he’d ever encountered.     “The students’ thirst for knowledge was unlike anything I had ever seen before. For them 
to hang on to every word that came out of my mouth was just amazing. For them, to go to school and fi nish is a way to have a better 
life.” Once he got home, Holm decided he’d like to expand a bit on his pencil sharpener plan. He fi gured he had nearly 600 friends 
on Facebook, and if he could get each one to pledge $1 he could totally change a school year for his class in the Bahamas. “Through 
that word-of-mouth network, I ended up getting a lot more than I could’ve ever imagined,” admitted Holm, who also solicited some 
books from Governors State University and Arthur Elementary School, where he recently completed his practicum. Additionally, an 
acquaintance of his living in Colorado arranged for a nonprofi t organization to provide him enough art supplies for all 300 students at 
the Fresh Creek School. Holm also made up some fl iers and went around asking businesses in his hometown of Urbana for donations, 
but many people wondered why he wasn’t doing something to help local schools instead one thousands of miles away. He says they 
can’t imagine how much it means to him to help the children he encountered overseas. “It’s almost impossible to explain to someone 
who wasn’t actually there with us,” said Holm. “There were 17 of us that went, and we know what was going on. We can talk to 
each other about it, but trying to explain what really happened to our friends and family is almost impossible.” So would Holm, who 
student-teaches this spring and will graduate shortly thereafter, have any interest in returning to Andros Island? “If I didn’t have 
student loans when I graduate in the spring, I would teach out there in a heartbeat,” said Holm. “I don’t care what the living conditions 
were like; I just felt like that was my place to be and that I was really making a difference there. “I’ve got to take things one day at a 
time. Student loans aren’t easy to pay off, especially on a teacher’s salary. Maybe the time will come and then I’ll gladly go out there. 
I may take some time to fl y out there and just see how the schools are doing; not necessarily teach there, but see what’s going on.” For 
now, though, he’ll be happy to keep passing along any donations you might feel moved to contribute. “As long as it comes in, I’ll take 
it and send it out,” said Holm.
Laura Boldig, whose degree option is in community health, spent most of May and June in Ghana, 
volunteering for Unite for Sight. This non-profi t organization, founded by a Yale University 
student in 2000, exists for the purpose of bringing eye care to villagers in Ghana, India and 
Honduras whose economic situations and remote locales would otherwise not allow for it.  Since 
returning stateside, Boldig has also agreed to continue serving Unite for Sight as its campus 
representative at Eastern; she’s tasked with spreading the word locally about this up-and-coming 
organization.  “What I’d like to do is get more people to be a part of the organization so they 
can start a fundraising chapter here,” explained Boldig. “I’m almost done here and (starting a chapter) would be hard for me to do, 
so I’m just trying to spread the word.” The basic formula for her group was to spend several nights in one of Ghana’s larger cities, 
such as Accra or Kumasi, and travel several hours each day to various outreach sites. Boldig’s traveling party consisted of a nurse, 
an opthamologist, and a group of volunteers that consulted with patients, whose needs ranged from simple eyeglass prescriptions 
to surgeries for cataracts and glaucoma. “We’d just go and set up at a church or school,” explained Boldig. “The patients will hear 
about (the organization) ahead of time; people spread the word that we’re coming. “My role was talking to the patients, trying to 
communicate with them; taking their age and name and other information, asking them what’s wrong with their eyes. After they’d 
seen the doctor, I’d usually distribute eyeglasses or medication.” Coordinating with the Offi ce of Study Abroad, Boldig also used the 
experience to complete the internship portion of her degree program. “I knew I had to do an internship and didn’t know what I wanted 
to do,” Boldig recalled. “I wanted to travel abroad somewhere, and my internship coordinator, Kathy Phillips, had been sending me 
different possibilities. She sent me a link for (Unite for Sight) and I decided I was going to do it.” Once that decision was made, the 
real work began. Boldig had to raise $2000, money used to fi nance the numerous cataract and glaucoma surgeries she observed during 
the excursion. Unite for Sight also required that she collect 500 pairs of eyeglasses, complete online training exercises, and assume 
the costs of her fl ights, food and lodging. “I had tuition fi gured into my costs, too, but the whole experience was still worth every 
penny,” assured Boldig with surprisingly little hesitation. When asked, she didn’t need long to elaborate. “The best part about it was 
just communicating with the patients. It was hard, but at the same time it was very rewarding once you fi nally got through to them. 
They were so thankful, because they have very little eye care in Ghana. They were so appreciative of what we were doing for them. 
“When we weren’t working, we were also able to travel and see some cool things. I climbed Ghana’s tallest mountain and went to 
a waterfall and on a safari. We were there to work, but there was a lot of fun time as well.” Boldig also relished the time spent with 
other volunteers as well as the countless natives she encountered. “Everyone I worked with was so welcoming,” said Boldig, who 
also managed to develop quite a taste for fufu, one of the country’s most prominent foods. “Everyone I came into contact with was 
so happy to have me in their country. Every staff member I worked with was just welcoming and glad I was there.” The experience 
netted plenty of personal satisfaction as well. “(Going to Africa) was a little intimidating,” Boldig admitted. “On the plane, I was 
talking to myself and wondering why I picked Africa for my fi rst trip abroad. I did a little research, but you never know exactly what 
to expect. Once I got there, it was comfortable and I wasn’t worried about anything.
Laura Boldig, A Vision for a Better World
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Chinese Students Strive for Biomass Breakthrough
In an era of limited resources, environmental concerns and extreme poverty in many parts of the world, renewable energy 
development has become a necessity not just in the USA but around the world. Eastern Illinois University continues to be 
a leader in sustainability research and specifi cally work with biomass as energy. Wei Wang and Chengdong Hu, Chinese 
international students at EIU, are both in engaged with biomass research that could change the way energy is produced 
both here and in China. Wei, a graduate student in Technology, is currently working with Dr. Peter Ping Liu and Dr. 
Jerry Cloward to compare the energy conversion effi ciency from burning different biomass. According to Wei, higher 
conversion effi ciency fuels could be identifi ed through comparison, thus providing more alternatives for renewable energy 
resources and gradually replacing the burning of fossil fuels. “China is the biggest consumer of fossil fuels in the world. If 
we can turn crop waste (one sort of biomass) into something valuable, the potential for energy production is unlimited.”
Chengdong, a senior Applied Engineering and Technology student, is working on similar research with Dr. Cloward 
which tests the heat value of material to create effi cient energy pellets.   “I never expected to have the opportunity to do 
this kind of research as an undergraduate student. Professors are very willing to work with us and I even get to work with 
brand new equipment.” Both Chengdong and Wei came to EIU through a relationship EIU has developed with Zhijiang 
College, in Hangzhou, China. Chengdong is in his last year of a 2+2 agreement through which students study two years 
at Zhijiang and two years at EIU. Chengdong plans to continue his education at EIU by applying to graduate school and 
continuing the research. “Professors give more attention and opportunities to students at EIU than in China or at larger 
schools in the US.” Wei plans on gaining work experience in the US post-graduation before ultimately returning to China.
“My hope is that this type of technology will continue to be developed through China’s sustainability policy. With so 
much smoke and pollution, more innovative techniques are necessary.”
My name is Vaskar Nepal KC and I am from Nepal. I am a graduate student in the Department of 
Biological Sciences working with fi sh populations in the Wabash River. Currently, I am serving as 
the President of the Association of the International Students (AIS).
We started the year off with a picnic at the Morton Park in Charleston and a family weekend 
tailgating activity prior to a home football game. We had a pretty good turnout and it was a great 
event to meet some of the international students. We were active in the community by volunteering at the Douglas Hart 
Nature Center and participating in several events organized by other RSO’s, faculty members and community churches, 
among others. Some international students also spent the spring break helping communities in rural Ohio. The big event 
of the fall 2012 semester was the Sounds of the World event, which was another grand success. AIS also participated in 
the soccer tournament organized by the African Students’ Association (ASA), and won the tournament. The Tastes of 
the World event organized in Mattoon was a big success as well. We fi nally got the AIS offi cial logo designed and got 
some t-shirts made. These t-shirts have the AIS logo in the front and the back reads “Guess which country I am from.” 
Scholarship and grants awards were plentiful as the international students were awarded several departmental, university-
level, state-level and national awards. Before the end of 
the year, there are a couple of events that AIS will be 
organizing. We will have another Sounds of the World 
event. We will also participate in the Celebration of the 
Arts and Holi event organized by the Study Abroad offi ce. 
We will wrap up the year with the election of the new 
executive board members. 
A Message from the President, Association of International Students
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International Students and Scholars Staff
Kevin Vicker, Director
Marilyn Thomas, Admissions Specialist
Aimee Romack, Office Manager
Marilyn Holmes, Coordinator
Nancy Meese, Receptionist
Study Abroad Staff
Wendy Williamson, Director
Kelly Holland, Study Abroad Coordinator
Sarah Grandstaff, Interim Study Abroad Coordinator
International Education Council
Dr. Eric Bollinger
Dr. David Boggs
Dr. Marilyn Coles
Dr. Stephen Canfield
Dr. Ryan Hendrickson
Dr. Dan Carter
Dr. Dejan Magoc
Dr. Jacquelyn Frank
Dr. Lania Knight
Student Representatives:
Vaskar Nepal KC
Sara Boro
Th e Offi  ce of  International Students and Scholars
Th e Offi  ce of Study Abroad 
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920
217-581-2220
www.eiu.edu/~eiuglobal
